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COURSE OVERVIEW AND OBJECTIVES 

  

The purpose and objectives of the course – to reveal the nature and 

content of the main trends of national political institutions of the Visegrad 

Group (V4) and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) after the 

fall of the “Berlin Wall” and to work out mechanisms of adequate comparative 

assessment of national political institutions. 

 

Course objectives: 

 

 find out the specifics of the transition from an authoritarian model to 

democracy in the V4 countries and other CEE countries; 

 analyze the evolution of the major socio-political cleavages in the V4 

countries and other CEE countries; 

 identify the institutional and functional diversity of the institute of 

Presidency in V4 countries and other CEE countries; 

 reveal the role and significance of the institute of Parliament in V4 

countries and other CEE countries; 
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 present conceptual characteristics of the government; highlight the 

diversity and peculiarity of governmental structures in the V4 countries 

and other CEE countries; 

 analyze the variety of electoral systems and their impact on the political 

institutions of V4 countries and other CEE countries; 

 outline the main trends in the development and transformation of party 

systems of V4 countries and other CEE countries; 

 explore the process of citizen evolution in a transitional society and the 

diversity of citizen activity in V4 countries and other CEE countries; 

 find out the main features of integration of V4 countries and other CEE 

countries into the European Union. 

 

Following the completion of the course, the student should: 

  

Know about: 

 

 the conditions and factors of transformation of political institutions in the 

transition from authoritarianism to democracy in the case of V4 countries 

and other CEE countries; 

 the main stages of evolution of democratic transit based on the example 

of V4 countries and other CEE countries; 

 the features of the integration process of V4 countries and other CEE 

countries into the European Union. 

  

Be able to: 

 

 understand and handle the terminology of Comparative Analysis; 

 assess the compliance of a particular state of social and political 

development of V4 and other CEE countries with the main trends in the 

evolution of political systems; 

 understand the essence of the formation of civil society, its structure, the 

role of public opinion in the V4 countries and other CEE countries; 

 determine the importance of elections for civil society, to assess 

compliance of elections with international standards for democratic 

elections; 

 understand the nature of legitimacy in the V4 countries and other CEE 

countries; 

 see the benefits and challenges in the development of democracy in the 

V4 countries and other CEE countries; 

 be able to use index analysis tools for the study of political institutions. 

  



NORMATIVE DESCRIPTION OF COURSE 

 

 

Names of indicators 

Field of knowledge, 

discipline (training 

direction), education and 

qualification level 

Characteristics of the 

course 

Full-time education 

Number of credits – 2 

Field of knowledge: 

0301 “Social and Political 

Sciences” 

 

Obligatory Discipline (training 

direction): 

6.030104 “Political 

Science” 

 

Modules – 2 

Education and 

qualification level: 

“Master of Political 

Science” 

Year of education: 

Structural modules – 2 5th 

Individual scientific or 

experimental task: 

None 

Semester: 

1st 

Total number of  

hours – 72 

Lectures: 

18 hours 

The weekly hours for 

full-time education: 

classroom work – 2 

independent work – 4 

The ratio of hours of 

classroom work in relation 

to hours of independent 

and individual work is: for 

full-time education – 4/4 

hour. 

Seminars 

18 hours 

Laboratory lessons: 

None 

Independent work: 

36 hours 

Individual tasks: 

None 

Type of control: Exam 

 

 

COURSE PREREQUISITES, REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION  

 

The educational process is carried out by traditional technology: lectures, 

seminars, independent work. Lectures are accompanied by: verbal methods 

(narrative, conversation, explanation, dialogue), visual methods and practices 

(illustration, demonstration), methods of synthesis, analysis, induction, deduction 

and so on. The seminars are accompanied by discussions, reproductive, problem-

oriented, interactive, research methods and so on.  



Assessment of knowledge and practical skills of students is carried out on 

a 100-point scale. Assessment of students’ knowledge is based on the results of: 

 current control of knowledge; 

 final control of knowledge (exam). 

 

Current control of student’s knowledge is conducted for the two components: 

student systematic and activity control during the semester; control for performance 

of modular tasks. Taking student systematic and activity control shall be assessed 

to: independent work of students, activity of students at seminars, level of program 

material learning. 

 
Final control of student’s knowledge (exam) is conducted in writing. The 

exam involves theoretical tasks. The maximum number of points that a student 

can get on exam is 50 points. Another 50 points a student can receive for current 

control of knowledge. The distribution of points for the discipline is shown in 

the following table. 

 

 

Current control and independent work of student 
Final control 

(exam) 
Total 

Structural module 1 Structural module 2 
50 100 

Т1* Т2 Т3 Т4 Т5 Т6 Т7 Т8 Т9 

           

 

* T1, T2, ... T9 – Topics of structural modules. 

 

 

To obtain the documents for examination period the table of knowledge 

assessment conformity on different systems is used:  

 

 

National (Ukrainian)  

scale 
Rating scale ECTS score scale  Explanation 

5 (Excellent) 90–100 А Excellent 

4 (Good) 
81–89 В Very good 

71–80 С Good 

3 (Satisfactory) 
61–70 D Satisfactorily 

51–60 Е Enough 

2 (Unsatisfactory) 1–50 FХ Unsatisfactorily 

 

 



COURSE OUTLINE AND PROGRAM  

BRIEF COURSE OUTLINE AND STRUCTURE 

Structural modules and topics 

Number of hours 

Total 
Including 

Lect. Semin. Indep. work 

STRUCTURAL MODULE 1 

Topic 1. The political transformation of the Visegrad 

Group countries and other countries of Central and 

Eastern Europe: conditions, factors and features 

8 2 2 4 

Topic 2. Unitary and federal structure of the Visegrad 

Group countries and other countries of Central and 

Eastern Europe 

4 – – 4 

Topic 3. Socio-political cleavages in the Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern 

Europe 

4 2 2 – 

Topic 4. Institute of head of state in Visegrad Group 

countries and the other Central and Eastern European 

Countries 

8 2 2 4 

Topic 5. Comparative characteristics of the parliaments 

of the Visegrad Group countries and other countries of 

Central and Eastern Europe 

8 2 2 4 

Total, structural module 1 32 8 8 16 

STRUCTURAL MODULE 2 

Topic 6. Comparative characteristics of the governments 

of the Visegrad Group countries and other countries of 

Central and Eastern Europe 

9 3 2 4 

Topic 7. Elections and electoral systems in the Visegrad 

Group countries and other countries of Central and 

Eastern Europe 

4 2 2 – 

Topic 8. The significance and role of parties and party 

systems in the Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

5 3 2 – 

Topic 9. Features of formation and transformation of 

political elites in Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

4 – – 4 

Topic 10. Features of formation and transformation of the 

parliamentary opposition in the Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

4 – – 4 

Topic 11. The development of local democracy in 

Visegrad Group countries and the other countries of 

Central and Eastern Europe 

4 – – 4 

Topic 12. Formation and development of civil society in 

the Visegrad Group countries and other countries of 

Central and Eastern Europe 

4 – – 4 

Topic 13. Citizen participation in the political life of 

Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central 

and Eastern Europe 

2 – 2 – 

Topic 14. The process of European integration of 

Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central 

and Eastern Europe 

4 2 2 – 

Total, structural module 2 40 10 10 20 

TOTAL 72 18 18 36 



LECTURES 
  

Structural module 1 
  

Topic 1: The political transformation of the Visegrad Group countries and 

other countries of Central and Eastern Europe: conditions, factors and 

features 

  

The evolution of the concept of “Central and Eastern Europe”. Historical 

features of the occurrence of state and government in V4 countries and other 

CEE countries. The significance and role of protests in Poland, Hungary and 

Czechoslovakia in the formation of alternative political projects. 

The value of adjustment and publicity in the formation of opposition 

sentiments and institutions. The phenomenon of the “round table”. The main of 

transition model from authoritarianism to democracy in V4 and other CEE 

countries. Assessment and prospects for attainment of consolidated democracy. 

Parliamentary / semi-presidential form of government; features of 

government institutionalization in the region. 

  

Topic 2: Socio-political cleavages in the Visegrad Group countries and 

other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

  

Specificity of social and political cleavages in the V4 and other CEE 

countries. Indicators of the formation of socio-political cleavages. Formation 

stages of socio-political cleavages. 

The development structure of main social groups in the postwar period. 

Features of evolution of leftist parties. Factors of political opposition in V4 and 

other CEE countries. The role of ethnic minorities in the political space of V4 

and other CEE countries. The political format of ethnic group opposition in V4 

and other CEE countries. 

The religious component in the socio-political processes of V4 and other 

CEE countries. The features of Christian-democratic parties. The territorial 

component of political relations. 

  

Topic 3: Institute of head of state in Visegrad Group countries and the 

other Central and Eastern European Countries 

  

Features of monarch rule as heads of state in the V4 and other CEE 

countries. The historical experience of the institute of presidency in V4 

countries and other CEE countries. 

General and specific requirements for presidential candidates. Methods of 

selection and length of stay of the presidents in office. Scope of presidential 

powers in the system of relations: president – parliament – prime minister 



(cabinet). The level of political importance of the president in the parliamentary 

and semi-presidential forms of government. Cohabitation in V4 and other CEE 

countries with semi-presidential form of government. Instruments for measuring 

the power of presidents. 

  

Topic 4: Comparative characteristics of the parliaments of the Visegrad 

Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

  

Parliament as an institution of representation. Common and special 

requirements for candidates, the imperative mandate of parliamentary 

immunity, indemnity, right to privacy, compensations and benefits. The role and 

importance of the heads of parliaments, a comparison of the extent of their 

competence. The position of the governing bodies of parliaments. The main 

features of parliamentary committees and commissions: the entire chamber and 

the permanent, temporary and united chambers in the case of bicameral 

parliaments. Analysis of party factions in parliaments of V4 and other CEE 

countries. 

Principles of formation and the powers of the upper chambers in bicameral 

parliaments of V4 and other CEE countries. Features of symmetric and 

asymmetric structures of bicameral parliaments. 

Characteristics of the legislative and oversight functions of parliaments. 

The phenomenon of confidence and no confidence vote. The role of questions 

and interpellations. The concept of parliamentary opposition, its indicators and 

functions. Features of construction of parliamentary opposition in terms of one-

party majority and minority government, coalition majority and minority 

government in the V4 and other CEE countries. 

 

Structural module 2 

  

Topic 5: Comparative characteristics of the governments of the Visegrad 

Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

  

The position of heads of government in parliamentary and semi-

presidential forms of government in V4 and other CEE countries. Factors that 

determine the scope of authority / power of a prime minister. Tendencies and 

features of changing the status of prime ministers in the V4 and other CEE 

countries. 

The main approaches to the concept of cabinet in European countries. The 

structure of cabinets. Features of technical and party cabinets in V4 and other 

CEE countries. The relationship between the cabinet and parliament. Specificity 

of governmental cabinet positions in the parliamentary and semi-presidential 

forms of government. Types of cabinets based on the number of political parties 

and the level of support in parliament. Constructions of coalition governments. 



Factors which determine the formation and actions of a minority government in 

V4 and other CEE countries. 

Stage of government formation. The role of the presidents in the formation 

of cabinets. The concept of government stability and its indicators. Measurements, 

which help determine the effectiveness of government actions in the V4 and 

other CEE countries. 

  

Topic 6: Elections and electoral systems in the Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

  

Evolution of elections and electoral systems in V4 and other CEE countries 

in the process of democratic transit. Compliance of campaigning experience 

with applicable international standards of democratic elections. 

The main procedures of the election campaigns and their importance in 

ensuring democratic elections. Assessment of the political consequences of 

electoral systems in V4 and other CEE countries. The process of determining 

the level of proportionality or disproportionality of electoral systems in the 

region. Factors which contribute to reducing disproportionality of the electoral 

system in the V4 and other CEE countries. 

  

Topic 7: The significance and role of parties and party systems in the 

Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern 

Europe 

  

Historical features of political parties in V4 and other CEE countries. The 

role of Western European parties in the formation of political parties in V4 and 

other CEE countries. The role of the opposition movements in the establishment 

of new political parties. 

The governing party phenomenon in the parliamentary and the semi-

presidential forms of government. The dichotomy “government – opposition 

party” in the V4 and other CEE countries. 

The principles of internal democracy, their extrapolation on the democratic 

functions of political parties in V4 and other CEE countries. The role of the 

party financing system in inter-party democracy. 

The concept of the party system. Typologies of party systems, and their 

visible features based on the analysis of empirical evidence of parties from V4 

and other CEE countries. The transformation of parameters of the indexes, 

determined to measure the effective number of political parties, bipartisanship, 

variability, and class voting. 

The main changes in the characteristics of the left-wing, centrist and right-

wing political parties. The ideological positioning of parties and party systems 

in V4 and other CEE countries.  

  



Topic 8: The process of European integration of Visegrad Group countries and 

other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

  
Historical factors and preconditions for integration of V4 and other CEE 

countries into the common European space. The position of the European Union 

concerning the integration of V4 and other CEE countries into the European 

Union. Criteria for entry of V4 and other CEE countries into the European 

Union. Institutional forms of regional cooperation of V4 and other CEE countries. 

The value of assets in the integration process. Public expectations. The entry of V4 

and other CEE countries into NATO and the role of this agreement in distribution of 

cooperation with the European Union. Features of European Union enlargement in 

2004 and 2007. 

 

SEMINARS 

 

Seminar topics 

  

# Topic title 
Number of 

hours 

Structural module 1 

1 

The political transformation of the Visegrad Group countries and 

other countries of Central and Eastern Europe: conditions, factors 

and features 

2 

2 
Socio-political cleavages in the Visegrad Group countries and 

other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
2 

3 
Institute of head of state in Visegrad Group countries and the other 

Central and Eastern European countries 
2 

4 
Comparative characteristics of the parliaments of the Visegrad 

Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
2 

Structural module 2 

5 
Comparative characteristics of the governments of the Visegrad 

Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
2 

6 
Elections and electoral systems in the Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
2 

7 

The significance and role of parties and party systems in the 

Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central and 

Eastern Europe  

2 

8 
Citizen participation in the political life of Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
2 

9 
The process of European integration of Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
2 

Together 18 

  



Structural module 1 

 

Topic 1 

 

The political transformation of the Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe: conditions, factors and features 

  
1. Institutional construction features of “people’s democracy” in V4 countries 

and other CEE countries. 

2. Changes in the balance of political power in CEE countries during the fall of 

the “Berlin Wall”.  

3. Domestic factors of transformation of V4 and other CEE countries. 

4. External factors of transformation of V4 and other CEE countries. 

  

Report Paper Topics:  

  

 The “Round Table” in Poland in 1989, as a model of democratic transition. 

 Vaclav Havel and his role in the democratization of the Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

  

Independent work: 
  

 The “Brezhnev Doctrine” and its impact on the conservation of political 

regimes in “people’s democracy” countries. 

 The role of the Popular Front in the struggle for the overthrow of authoritarian 

regimes. 

  

Key terms: comparative transformation, political institution, the political system, the 

People’s Front, a constituent assembly. 

  

List of mandatory, recommended and additional literature:  

 

1. Бокало Н. Проблеми і перспективи демократизації в країнах 

Центрально-Східної Європи (на прикладі країн Вишеградської групи) / 

Н. Бокало, С. Трохимчук. – Львів, 2000. – 68 с. 

2. Брусиловська О. Посткомуністична Східна Європа : зовнішні впливи, 

внутрішні зміни / О. Брусиловська. – Одеса : Астропринт, 2007. – 352 с. 

3. Бурдяк В.Трансформація постсоціалістичних країн : уніфікація чи 

розширення варіацій демократичного поступу? / В. Бурдяк // Науковий 

вісник Ужгородського університету. Серія : Політологія, соціологія, 

філософія. – Вип.12. – Ужгород : Видавництво УжНУ “Говерла”, 2009. 

– С. 201–206.  



4. Долженков О. Посткомуністичні трансформації в країнах Центрально-

Східної Європи та СНД : порівняльний аналіз / О. Долженков // Нова 

політика. – 2000. – № 5. – С. 12–16. 

5. Зашкільняк Л. Історія Центрально-Східної Європи / Л. Зашкільняк. – 

Львів : Львівський національний університет ім. І. Франка, 2001. – 660 с. 

6. Каганов Ю. Центрально-Східна Європа як історичний регіон 

[Електронний ресурс] / Ю. Каганов. – Режим доступу до інформації : 

http://www.nbuv.gov.ua/portal/Soc_Gum/Npifznu/2005_19/19kaganov.pdf 

7. Кіш Є. Центральна Європа як складова Європейського Союзу / Є. Кіш // 

Carpatica – Карпатика : Ужгородський національний університет, НДІ 

карпатознавства. – Вип. 35 : Європейські цінності та конфесійно-

національна ідентичність населення Українських Карпат. – Ужгород, 

2006. – С. 65–73. 

8. Романюк О. Суспільно-політичні трансформації в новоутворених 

посткомуністичних країнах : спроба системного аналізу / О. Романюк // 

Людина і політика. – 2003. – № 5. – С. 3–11. 

9. Шведа Ю. Соціальні зміни як чинник трансформації партійних систем 

країн Центрально-Східної Європи / Ю. Шведа // Вісник Львівського 

університету : Серія “Філософські науки”. – 2005. – Вип. 8. – С. 222–

229. 

10. Antoszewski A. Systemy polityczne Europy Środkowej i Wschodniej : 

Perspektywa porόwnawcza / Andrzej Antoszewski. – Wrocław, 2006. – 

288 s. 

11. Мołdawa J. Systemy rządów : dylematy konstytucyjnej regulacji i 

praktycznej funkcjonalności / Tadeusz Mołdawa, Jarosław Szymanek. – 

Warszawa : ELIPSA, 2007. – 212 s. 

 

Topic 2 
 

Socio-political cleavages in the Visegrad Group countries and other countries 

of Central and Eastern Europe 

  

1. Socio-economic basis of a socio-political cleavage. 

2. Ethno-linguistic basis of socio-political cleavages in Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

3. Other bases of socio-political cleavages in Visegrad Group countries and 

other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

  

Report Paper Topics:  

  

 The problem of the Hungarian minorities in Central and Eastern Europe. 

 Russian minority in Latvia and Estonia. 

  

http://www.nbuv.gov.ua/portal/Soc_Gum/Npifznu/2005_19/19kaganov.pdf


Independent work: 
 

 The significance and role of the church in transformation processes in CEE 

countries. 

 The constructs of “old” and “new” policy and its correctness concerning CEE 

countries. 

 

Key terms: socio-political cleavage, class, social group, the “new” policy, national 

minority. 

  

List of mandatory, recommended and additional literature:  

 
1. Брусиловська О. Посткомуністична Східна Європа : зовнішні впливи, 

внутрішні зміни / О. Брусиловська. – Одеса : Астропринт, 2007. – 352 с. 

2. Сліпецька Ю. Демократичний транзит та його вплив на особливості 

соціополітичних розмежувань в посткомуністичних країнах ЦСЄ / Ю. 

Сліпецька // Rozwój polityczny państw Europy Środkowej i Wschodnej. – 

Wyżsca Szkola Gospodarki Krajowej w Kutnie. – Kutno, 2012. – S. 267–

278. 

3. Стативка А. Деякі фактори формування політичної еліти в країнах 

Центральної та Східної Європи / А. Стативка // Політичний менеджмент 

: Спеціальний випуск. – 2007. – С. 16–23. 

4. Стойко О. Децентралізація в країнах Східної Європи / О. Стойко // 

Держава і право : Збірник наукових праць : Юридичні та політичні 

науки. – К. : Інститут держави і права ім. В.М. Корецького НАН 

України, 2005. – Вип. 30. – С. 755–760. 

5. Antoszewski A. Systemy polityczne współczesnej Europy / Andrzej 

Antoszewski, Ryszard Herbut. – Warszawa : Wydawnictwo Naukowe PWN, 

2006. – S. 11–32. 

6. Evans G. Explaining the formation of electoral cleavages in post-communist 

democracies / Geoffrey Evans, Stephen Whitefield // Klingemann H.-D. 

Elections in Central and Eastern Europe : The First Wave / Hans-Dieter 

Klingemann, Ekkehard Mochman, Kenneth Newton. – Berlin : Sigma, 2000. 

– P. 36–70. 

7. Gijsberts M. Class cleavages in party preferences in the new democracies in 

Eastern Europe : a comparison with western democracies / M. Gijsberts, P. 

Nieuwbeerta // European Societies. – 2000. – Vol. 2. – No. 4. – P. 397–430.  

8. Innes A. Party competition in Postcommunist Europe : the Great Electoral 

Lottery / Abby Innes // Comparative Politics. – 2002. – Vol. 35. – No. 1. – P. 

85–105.  

9. Klingemann H.-D. Post-autocratic party systems and the regime cleavage in 

new democracies / Hans-Dieter Klingemann // Van Beek U. Democracy 



under Construction : Patterns from Four Continents / U.J. van Beek. – 

Bloomfield Hills : Barbara Budrich Publishers, 2005. – P. 95–135. 

10. Whitefield S. Political cleavages in post-communist politics / Stephen 

Whitefield // Annual Review of Political Science. – 2002. – Vol. 5. – P. 181–

200. 

  

Topic 3 
 

Institute of head of state in Visegrad Group countries and the other Central 

and Eastern European Countries 

  

1. Historic features of the status of the head of state in V4 countries and other 

CEE countries. 

2. Status of the president in parliamentary republics of V4 countries and other 

CEE countries. 

3. Status of the president in semi-presidential republics in V4 countries and other 

CEE countries. 

  

Report Paper Topics:  

  

 Impeachment of the President in Lithuania and Romania. 

 Presidentialization and its forms in Visegrad Group countries and the other 

Central and Eastern European Countries. 

  

Independent work: 

  

 Semi-presidential form of government and a threat of authoritarianism. 

 Instruments for the measurement of president’s political power in CEE 

countries. 

  

Key terms: parliamentary form of government, semi / mixed form of government, 

head of state, president. 

  

List of mandatory, recommended and additional literature: 

 
1. Зашкільняк Л. Історія Центрально-Східної Європи / Л. Зашкільняк. – 

Львів : Львівський національний університет імені Івана Франка, 2001. – 

660 с. 

2. Зеленько Г. Контексти політичного лідерства на постсоціалістичному 

просторі / Г. Зеленько // Політичний менеджмент. – 2006. – С. 136–146. 

3. Зеленько Г. Політичне лідерство в країнах Центрально-Східної Європи : 

дилема раціональності і легітимності / Г. Зеленько // Політичний 

менеджмент : Спеціальний випуск. – 2007. – С. 97–107. 



4. Литвин В. Напівпрезидентська система в країнах Центральної Європи : 

детермінанти дефініювання / В. Литвин // Rozwój polityczny państw 

Europy Środkowej I Wschodnej. – Wyżsca Szkola Gospodarki Krajowej w 

Kutnie. – Kutno, 2012. – S. 207–224. 

5. Литвин В. Подвійна виконавча влада : теорія та практика європейського 

півпрезиденталізму / В. Литвин // Освіта регіону : політологія, 

психологія. комунікації. – 2009. – № 3. – С. 25–33. 

6. Литвин В. Теорія та практика когабітації в напівпрезидентських 

системах Європи / В. Литвин // Освіта регіону : політологія, психологія, 

комунікації. – 2011. – № 4. – С. 140–149. 

7. Стативка А. Деякі фактори формування політичної еліти в країнах 

Центральної та Східної Європи / А. Стативка // Політичний менеджмент 

: Спеціальний випуск. – 2007. – С. 16–23. 

8. Федорчак Т. Політична трансформація Чеської Республіки : внутрішні 

та зовнішні виміри / Т. Федорчак. – Івано-Франківськ : Вид-во Івано-

Франківського національного технічного університету нафти і газу, 

2012. – С. 315–346. 

9. Frye T. A politics of Institutional Choice : Post-Communist Presidencies / 

Timothy Frye // Comparative political studies. –1997. – Vol. 30. – No. 5. – 

P. 523–552. 

10. Köker P. Presidential Activism in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) : A 

statistical analysis of the use of presidential vetoes in the CEE EU member 

states, 1990–2010 / Philipp Köker // Paper prepared for presentation at the 

63rd Political Studies Association Annual International Conference, 25–27 

March 2013, Cardiff. – 22 p. 

11. Shugart M. Presidents and Assemblies : Constitutional Design and Electoral 

Dynamics / Matthew Soberg Shugart, John M. Carey. – Cambridge, 1992. 

– P. 148–166. 

12. Siaroff A. Comparative presidencies : the inadequacy of the presidential, 

semi-presidential and parliamentary distinction / Alan Siaroff // European 

Journal of Political Research. – 2003. – Vol. 42. – P. 287–312. 

  

Topic 4 
 

Comparative characteristics of the parliaments of the Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

  
1. Historical features of parliamentarism in V4 countries and other CEE 

countries. 

2. Unicameral parliaments in Visegrad Group countries and other countries of 

Central and Eastern Europe. 

3. Bicameral parliaments in V4 countries and other CEE countries. 
 



Report Paper Topics:  

  

 Features of functioning of parliaments in “People’s Democracy” countries. 

 The role of Central and Eastern European parliaments in the political / 

democratic transformation. 

  

Independent work: 

  

 Significance and role of party factions in parliaments of Central and Eastern 

Europe. 

 Parliamentary variability in V4 countries and other CEE countries: trends and 

challenges. 

  

Key terms: parliament, faction, coalition, chamber, committees. 

  

List of mandatory, recommended and additional literature:  

 
1. Панчак-Бялоблоцка Н. Політична структуризація парламентів у країнах 

Центральної Європи на рівні постійних комітетів / Н. Панчак-

Бялоблоцка // Науковий часопис : Національний педагогічний 

університет ім. М.П.Драгоманова. Серія 22 : Політичні науки та 

методика викладання соціально-політичних дисциплін. – Київ, 2010. – 

Вип. 4. – С. 175–184. 

2. Панчак-Бялоблоцка Н. Особливості бікамералізму в Центральній і 

Східній Європі : порівняльний аналіз повноважень і функцій верхніх 

палат / Н. Панчак-Бялоблоцка // Освіта регіону : Політологія. 

Психологія. Комунікація. – 2010. – № 4. – С. 177–188. 

3. Панчак-Бялоблоцка Н. Особливості формування та складу верхніх палат 

у парламентах країн Центральної та Східної Європи / Н. Панчак-

Бялоблоцка // Львівська політехніка : Українська національна ідея : 

реалії та перспективи розвитку. – 2011. – Вип. 23. – С. 149–158. 

4. Панчак-Бялоблоцка Н. Парламентська мінливість і стабільність 

партійних систем у Центральній Європі : досвід Вишеградської 

четвірки / Н. Панчак-Бялоблоцка // Політологічні та соціологічні 

студії : Т. 10 : Виборчі процеси в Україні та постсоціалістичних 

країнах : Збірник наукових праць. – Чернівці : Букрек, 2011. – С. 98–

120. 

5. Agh A. Political Harmonization in the East Central European Parliaments : 

Committees as Central Sites of Policy-making / Attila Agh // Longley L. 

Working Papers on Comparative Legislative Studies II : The Changing Roles 

of Parliamentary Committees / Lawrence Longley, Attila Agh. – Appleton, 

WI : Research Committee of Legislative Specialists, IPSA, 1997. – P. 89–

105. 



6. Crowther W. The Institutionalization of the Romanian Parliament : a Case 

Study of the State-Building Process in Eastern Europe / William Crowther, 

Steven Roper // Southeastern Political Review. – 1998. – Vol. 26. – No. 2. – 

P. 401–426. 

7. Francis W. Legislative Committee Systems, Optimal Committee Size, and 

the Costs of Decision Making / Wayne Francis // Journal of Politics. – 1982. – 

Vol. 44. – P. 822–837. 

8. Goetz K. Government, Parliament and Lawmaking in Poland / Klaus Goetz, 

Radoslaw Zubek // The Journal of Legislative Studies. – 2007. – Vo. 13. – 

No. 4. – P. 517–538. 

9. Ilonszki G. Towards Functional Clarification and Activity of Parliamentary 

Committees in Hungary / Gabriella Ilonszki // Olson D. Committees in Post-

communist Democratic Parliaments : Comparative Institutionalization / 

David Olson, William Crowther. – Columbus : Ohio State University Press, 

2002. – P. 21–43. 

10. Malova D. The Position and the Roles of Committees in the Legislative 

Process of the National Council of the Slovak Republic / Darina Malova // 

Longley L. Working Papers on Comparative Legislative Studies II : The 

Changing Roles of Parliamentary Committees / Lawrence Longley, Attila 

Agh. – Appleton, WI : Research Committee of Legislative Specialists, IPSA, 

1997. – P. 307–323. 

11. Olson D. The Committee System of the Polish Parliament : Institutional 

Development Since 1989 / David Olson // Longley L. Working Papers on 

Comparative Legislative Studies II : The Changing Roles of Parliamentary 

Committees / Lawrence Longley, Attila Agh. – Appleton, WI : Research 

Committee of Legislative Specialists, IPSA, 1997. – P. 275–287. 

12. Paterson S. Fundamentals of Institutional Design : The Functions and Powers 

of Parliamentary Second Chambers / Samuel Charles Patterson, Anthony 

Mughan // The Journal of Legislative Studies. – 2001. – Vol. 7. – No. 1. – P. 

39–60. 

 

Structural module 1  

 

Topic 5 
 

Comparative characteristics of the governments of the Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

  

1. Technocratic and semi-technocratic governments in V4 countries and other 

CEE countries. 

2. Models of coalition governments in V4 countries and other CEE countries. 

3. Stability and efficiency of governments in V4 and other CEE countries. 

  



Report Paper Topics:  

  

 The significance and role of the governments in the “People’s democracy” 

countries.  

 The concept of the government party and features of its manifestations V4 

countries and other CEE countries.  

  

Independent work: 

  

 Local government and its role in the political life of V4 countries and other 

CEE countries. 

 Relations between governments and national Parliaments of V4 countries and 

other CEE countries. 

 Minority governments of V4 countries and other CEE countries. 

  

Key terms: government, government office, a vote of confidence / no-confidence 

vote, the cabinet, the government coalition, stability of governments. 

  

List of mandatory, recommended and additional literature:  

 

1. Зеленько Г. Коаліція чи пактування : моделі взаємодії політичних еліт на 

постсоціалістичному просторі / Г. Зеленько // Еліти і цивілізаційні 

процеси формування націй : Збірник : Т.2. – К. : ТОВ УВПК “ЕксОб”, 

2006. – С. 253–267. 

2. Лендьел М. Передумови та особливості децентралізації влади у 

Центральній та Східній Європі / М. Лендьел // Політичний менеджмент 

: Спеціальний випуск. – 2007. – С. 167–178. 

3. Лендьел М. Місцева демократія у країнах Центральної і Східної Європи 

: Монографія / М. Лендьел. – Ужгород : Мистецька лінія, 2011. – 688 с. 

4. Литвин В. Подвійна виконавча влада : теорія та практика європейського 

півпрезиденталізму / В. Литвин // Освіта регіону : політологія, 

психологія. комунікації. – 2009. – № 3. – С. 25–33. 

5. Литвин В. Урядова стабільність крізь призму партійних детермінант 

країн Центральної Європи / В. Литвин // Науковий вісник 

Ужгородського університету. Серія : Політологія, соціологія, філософія. 

– Вип.13. – Ужгород, 2009. – С. 110–118. 

6. Стойко О. Децентралізація в країнах Східної Європи / О. Стойко // 

Держава і право : Збірник наукових праць : Юридичні та політичні 

науки. – К. : Інститут держави і права ім. В.М. Корецького НАН 

України, 2005. – Вип. 30. – С. 755–760. 

7. Baylis T. Embattled Executives : Prime Ministerial Weakness in East Central 

Europe / Thomas A. Baylis // Communist and Post-Communist Studies. – 

2007. – Vol. 40. – No. 1. – P. 81–106. 



8. Conrad C. Measuring government duration and stability in Central Eastern 

European democracies / Courtenay Conrad, Sona Golder // European Journal 

of Political Research. – 2010. – Vol. 49. – No. 1. – P. 119–150. 

9. Goetz K. Governmentalizing central executives in post-communist Europe / 

Klaus Goetz, Hellmut Wollmann // Journal of European Public Policy. – 

2001. – Vol. 8. – No. 6. – P. 864–887. 

10. Goetz K. The Solitary Center : The Core Executive in Central and Eastern 

Europe / Klaus H. Goetz, Helen Z. Margetts // Governance. – 1999. – Vol. 

12. – No. 4. – P. 425–453. 

11. Lippert B. Europeanization of CEE executives : EU membership negotiations 

as a shaping power / Barbara Lippert, Gaby Umbach, Wolfgang Wessels // 

Journal of European Public Policy. – 2001. – Vol. 8. – No. 6. – P. 980–1012. 

12. Muller-Rommel F. Party Government in Central European Democracies : A 

Data Collection (1990–2003) / Ferdinand Muller-Rommel, Katja 

Fettelschloss, Philipp Harfst // European Journal of Political Research. – 

2004. – Vol. 43. – P. 869–893. 

  

Topic 6 
 

Elections and electoral systems in the Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

  

1. Constituent parliaments and their significance for the political transformation 

of V4 countries and other CEE countries. 

2. The main types of electoral systems in V4 and other CEE countries. 

3. Features of election campaigns in the V4 countries and other CEE countries. 

  

Report Paper Topics: 

  

 Administrative resources and their significance in the electoral process in 

Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

 Features of local elections in Visegrad Group countries and other countries of 

Central and Eastern Europe. 

  

Independent work: 

  

 Elections to the European Parliament in V4 and other CEE countries. 

 The role and importance of referendums in the politics in V4 and other CEE 

countries. 

  

Key terms: elections; electoral systems; the proportional, majoritarian and mixed 

electoral systems; electoral campaign. 

  



List of mandatory, recommended and additional literature:  

 

1. Примуш М. Демократія і політичні партії Центральної та Східної 

Європи / М. Примуш. – Донецьк : ДонНУ, 2002. – 176 с. 

2. Страны Центрально-Восточной Европы во второй половине ХХ века : 

Том 3. “Трансформации 90-х годов” / А. Некипелова, С. Глинкина]. – М. 

: Наука, 2002. – 777 с. 

3. Центральноевропейские страны на рубеже ХХ-ХХI вв. Аспекты 

общественно-политического развития. Историко-политологический 

справочник / Юрий Новопашин. – М. : Новый хронограф, 2003. – 256 с. 

4. Юрійчук Є. Виборчі процеси в постсоціалістичних державах : шляхи 

демократизації [Електронний ресурс] / Є. Юрійчук // Вісник 

Центральної виборчої комісії. – 2006. – № 4 (6). – Режим доступу до 

інформації : http://www.cvk.gov.ua/visnyk/pdf/2006_4/visnyk_st_26.pdf  

5. Benoit K. Institutional Change and Persistence : The Evolution of Poland’s 

Electoral System, 1989–2001 / Kenneth Benoit, Jacqueline Hayden // Journal 

of Politics. – 2004. – Vol. 66. – No. 2. – P. 396–427. 

6. Benoit K. Institutional Choice in New Democracies : Bargaining over 

Hungary’s 1989 Electoral Law / Kenneth Benoit, John W. Schiemann // 

Journal of Theoretical Politics. – 2001. – Vol. 13. – No. 2. – P. 153–182.  

7. Birch S. Embodying democracy : electoral system design in post-Communist 

Europe / Sarah Birch. – Palgrave Macmillan, 2002. – 241 p. 

8. Bormann N. Democratic Electoral Systems around the World, 1946–2011 / 

Nils-Christian Bormann, Matt Golder // Electoral Studies. – 2013. – Vol. 32. 

– P. 360–369.  

9. Kopecký P. The Czech Republic : Entrenching Proportional Representation / 

Petr Kopecký // Colomer J. Handbook of Electoral System Choice / Josep 

Colomer. – Basingstoke : Palgrave Macmillan, 2004. – P. 347–358. 

10. Porumbăcean C. The Uninominal Vote and Its Effects on The Romanian 

Electoral System / Claudiu Porumbăcean // Societate şi Politică. – 2011. – 

Vol. 5. – No. 9. – P. 54–67. 

11. Powell E. Revisiting Electoral Volatility in Post-Communist Countries : New 

Data, New Results, and New Approaches / Eleanor Neff Powell, Joshua A. 

Tucker // British Journal of Political Science. – 2013. – Vol. 1. – P. 1–25. 

12. Renwick A. Modelling Multiple Goals : Electoral System Preferences in 

Hungary in 1989 / Alan Renwick // Europe-Asia Studies. – 2005. – Vol. 57. – 

No. 7. – P. 995–1019. 

13. Shugart M. Mixed-Member Electoral Systems : A Definition and Typology / 

Matthew Soberg Shugart, Martin P. Wattenberg // Shugart M. Mixed-

Member Electoral Systems : The Best of Both Worlds? / Matthew Soberg 

Shugart, Martin P. Wattenberg. – Oxford : Oxford University Press, 2003. – 

P. 9–24. 

http://www.cvk.gov.ua/visnyk/pdf/2006_4/visnyk_st_26.pdf


14. Sikk A. How unstable? Volatility and the genuinely new parties in Eastern 

Europe / Allan Sikk // European Journal of Political Research. – 2005. – Vol. 

44. – P. 391–412. 

 

Topic 7 
 

The significance and role of parties and party systems in the Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

  

1. Feature of the institute of political parties in transitional societies. 

2. The specifics of the transformation of the ruling communist parties in V4 

countries and other CEE countries. 

3. The current state of party systems in V4 countries and other CEE countries. 

  

Report Paper Topics: 

  

 Parties of “new” policy and their significance in the party systems of the 

Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

 Features of organizational structure and internal democracy of parties in 

Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

  

Independent work: 
  

 The evolution of the legal framework of political parties in V4 countries and 

other CEE countries. 

 The concept of party members, party sympathizers and leaders in V4 

countries and other CEE countries. 

  
Key terms: party, party system, parliamentary party, the government and the 

opposition party, the effective number of parties. 

  

List of mandatory, recommended and additional literature: 

  
1. Литвин В. Популістські партії у структурі модерних партійних систем 

країн Центральної Європи : порівняльний аналіз / В. Литвин // Освіта 

регіону : політологія, психологія, комунікації. – 2012. – № 2. – С. 69–77. 

2. Нікогосян О. Тенденції розвитку політичних партій у 

посткомуністичних країнах / О. Нікогосян // Віче. – 2008. – № 2. – С. 

8–9. 

3. Примуш М. Демократія і політичні партії Центральної та Східної 

Європи / М. Примуш. – Донецьк : ДонНУ, 2002. – 176 с. 

4. Прокоп’єв О. Чинники електорального успіху партій-наступниць у 

поставторитарних суспільствах Центральної та Східної Європи / 



Олексій Прокоп’єв // Маґістеріум. – 2002. – Вип. 10. – Політичні студії. 

– С. 29–42. 

5. Шведа Ю. Соціальні зміни як чинник трансформації партійних систем 

країн Центрально-Східної Європи / Ю. Шведа // Вісник Львівського 

університету : Серія “Філософські науки”. – 2005. – Вип. 8. – С. 222–

229. 

6. Марушяк Ю. Система политических партий в Словакии и ее развитие в 

контексте изменений политического дискурса в стране после 1989 г. / 

Ю. Марушяк // Партійна система сучасної України : еволюція, тенденції 

та перспективи розвитку : матеріали міжнародної науково-практичної 

конференції. – 24–25 листопада 2011 р. – К. : ІПіЕНД, 2012. – С. 19–45. 

7. Bakke E. Patterns of Stability : Party Competition and Strategy in Central 

Europe since 1989 / Elisabeth Bakke, Nick Sitter// Party Politics. – 2005. – 

Vol. 11. – No. 2. – P. 243–263. 

8. Bialoblocki K. Partie panstw Europe Srodkowej o wartosciach 

postmaterialstycznych : zasady teoretyczno-metodologicznej i empirycznej 

analizy porownawczej / Krzysztof Bialoblocki // Transformacje ustrojowe w 

Europie Srodkowej i Wschodniej / Praca zbiorowa pod red. Zbigniewa 

Bialoblockiego i Anatoliya Romanyuka. – Kutno, 2012. – S. 103–130. 

9. Dawisha K. Political Learning in Post-Communist Elections / Karen 

Dawisha, Stephen Deets // East European Politics and Societies. – 2006. – 

Vol. 20. – No. 4. – P. 691–728. 

10. Evans G. Economic ideology and political success : communist-successor 

parties in the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hungary compared / Geoffrey 

Evans, Stephen Whitefield // Party Politics. – 1995. – Vol. 1. – No. 4. – P. 

565–578.  

11. Hloušek V. Origin, Ideology and Transformation of Political Parties : East-

Central and Western Europe Compared / Vít Hloušek, Lubomír Kopeček. – 

Ashgate Publishing, Ltd., 2010. – 263 p. 

12. Innes A. Party Competition in Postcommunist Europe, The Great Electoral 

Lottery / Abby Innes // Comparative Politics. – 2002. – Vol. 35. – No. 1. – P. 

85–105. 

13. Lewis P. Party Development and Democratic Change in Post-Communist 

Europe : The First Decade / Paul G. Lewis. – London, 2001. – 223 p.  

14. Lewis P. Party Systems in Post-communist Central Europe: Patterns of 

Stability and Consolidation / Paul Lewis // Democratization. – 2006. – Vol. 

13. – No. 4. – P. 562–583.  

15. Riishøj S. Development of Parties and Party Systems in Central Europe, 

1989–2007 / Søren Riishøj // Politologiske Skrifter. – 2007. – Vol. 19. – 63 p. 

16. Sikk A. How unstable? Volatility and the genuinely new parties in Eastern 

Europe / Allan Sikk // European Journal of Political Research. – 2005. – Vol. 

44. – P. 391–412. 



17. Spirova M. Political Parties in Post-communist Societies : Formation, 

Persistence and Change / Maria Spirova. – Basingstoke, 2007. – 220 p. 

18. Tavits M. The Development of Stable Party Support : Electoral Dynamics in 

Post-Communist Europe / Margit Tavits // American Journal of Political 

Science. – 2005. – Vol. 49. – No. 2. – P. 283–298.  

19. Van Biezen I. On the theory and practice of party formation and adaptation in 

new democracies / Ingrid Van Biezen // European Journal of Political 

Research. – 2005. – Vol. 44. – No. 1. – P. 147–174.  

20. Zielinski J. Translating social cleavages into party systems : The significance 

of new democracies / Jakub Zielinski // World Politics. – 2002. – Vol. 54. – P. 

184–211. 

  

Topic 8 
 

Citizen participation in the political life of Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

  

1. The nature and types of interest groups in V4 and other CEE countries. 

2. Models of political participation in V4 countries and other CEE countries. 

3. Features the application of referendums in V4 countries and other CEE 

countries. 

  

Report Paper Topics: 

  

 The structure of the public sector in Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

 The boundaries of civil society and its evolution in Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

  

Independent work: 

  

 Legal basis of functioning of civil society in V4 and other CEE countries. 

 Social capital in the V4 countries and other CEE countries. 
 

Key terms: citizen, civil society, NGO, social capital. 

  

List of mandatory, recommended and additional literature:  

 
1. Зеленько Г. Політична “матриця” громадянського суспільства : Досвід 

країн Вишеградської групи та України / Г. Зеленько. – К. : Знання 

України, 2007. – 336 с. 

2. Лендьел М. Місцева демократія у країнах Центральної і Східної Європи 

: Монографія / М. Лендьел. – Ужгород : Мистецька лінія, 2011. – 688 с. 



3. Стойко О. Децентралізація в країнах Східної Європи / О. Стойко // 

Держава і право : Збірник наукових праць : Юридичні та політичні 

науки. – К. : Інститут держави і права ім. В.М. Корецького НАН 

України, 2005. – Вип. 30. – С. 755–760. 

4. Страны Центрально-Восточной Европы во второй половине ХХ века : 
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Topic 9 
 

The process of European integration of Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

  

1. Criteria for aspirants from V4 and other CEE countries, which applied to join 

the EU. 

2. Features of EU enlargement in 2004. 

3. Features of EU enlargement in 2007. 

  

Report Paper Topics: 

  

 Features of the process of joining NATO and features of membership in it of 

the V4 countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

 Variety of regional cooperation of the Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

  

Independent work: 

  

 Economic assistance for “new” EU Member States. 

 Representation of V4 and other CEE countries in governing structure of EU. 

  

Key terms: integration, European Union, NATO, the Visegrad Fund. 
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INDEPENDENT WORK 
 

Independent work topics 

 

# Topic title 
Number of 

hours 

Structural module 1 

1 
The political transformation of the Visegrad Group countries and 
other countries of Central and Eastern Europe: conditions, factors 

and features  

4 

2 
Unitary and federal structure of the Visegrad Group countries and 

other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
4 

3 
Institute of head of state in Visegrad Group countries and the other 

Central and Eastern European Countries 
4 

4 
Comparative characteristics of the parliaments of the Visegrad 

Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
4 

Structural module 2 

5 
Comparative characteristics of the governments of the Visegrad 
Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

4 

6 
Features of formation and transformation of political elites in 
Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central and 

Eastern Europe 

4 

7 

Features of formation and transformation of the parliamentary 

opposition in the Visegrad Group countries and other countries of 
Central and Eastern Europe 

4 

8 
The development of local democracy in Visegrad Group countries 
and the other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

4 

9 
Formation and development of civil society in the Visegrad Group 
countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

4 

Together 36 



Structural module 1 

 

Topic 1 

The political transformation of the Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe: conditions, factors and features 

  

1. The essence of the concept of political transition. 

2. Stages of transition. The concept of consolidated democracy. 

3. The impact of international factors on political transition in CEE countries. 

 

Topic 2 

Unitary and federal structure of the Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

 

1. Unitary states. 

2. Federal States. 

3. The problem of regionalization in V4 countries and other CEE countries. 

 

Topic 3 

Institute of head of state in Visegrad Group countries and the other Central and 

Eastern European Countries 

 

1. Historical features of the position of head of state in V4 and other CEE 

countries. 

2. The position of president in parliamentary republics. 

3. The position of president in semi-presidential republics. 

 

Topic 4 

Comparative characteristics of the parliaments of the Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

 

1. Historical features of parliamentarism in V4 and other CEE countries. 

2. Unicameral parliaments in V4 and other CEE countries. 

3. Bicameral parliament in V4 and other CEE countries. 

 

Structural module 2 

 

Topic 5 

Comparative characteristics of the governments of the Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

 

1. Technocratic and semi-technocratic governments. 



2. Assessment of the level of government stability. 

3. The system of relations between government and president and parliament. 

 

Topic 6 

Features of formation and transformation of political elites in Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

 

1. The place and role of the post-communist elite. Problem of lustration in V4 

and other CEE countries. 

2. Immigration and the problems of national political elites formation in V4 and 

other CEE countries. 

3. The political elite and counter-elite in V4 and other CEE countries. 

 

Topic 7 

Features of formation and transformation of the parliamentary opposition in 

the Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern 

Europe 

 

1. Constituent parliaments and their implications for political transformation 

in V4 and other CEE countries. 

2. The main types of electoral systems in V4 and other CEE countries. 

3. Features of election campaigns in V4 and other CEE countries. 

 

Topic 8 

The development of local democracy in Visegrad Group countries and the other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

 

1. Development of decentralization in V4 and other CEE countries. 

2. Local government and local democracy in V4 and other CEE countries. 

3. Forms of direct democracy in V4 and other CEE countries. 

 

Topic 9 

Formation and development of civil society in the Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

 

1. Formation and the level of development of NGOs in V4 and other CEE 

countries. 

2. Classification of active NGOs in V4 and other CEE countries. 

3. The variation in forms of social activity in V4 and other CEE countries. 

 



EXAM QUESTIONS 

  

1. Define the political space in Central and Eastern Europe. 

2. Explain the historical and political features of the Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe before 1989.  

3. Define the specific processes of liberalization and democratization in the 

Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

4. Define the features of transition from authoritarian structures of “People’s 

democracy” to a consolidated democracy in Visegrad Group countries and 

other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

5. Explain the methods of assessing the level of democracy in Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

6. Define the features of parliamentary form of government in Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

7. Define the features semi-presidential form of government in the Visegrad 

Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

8. Explain the differences between parliamentary and semi-presidential forms of 

government in Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central and 

Eastern Europe. 

9. Explain the phenomenon of socio-political cleavages in Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

10. Define the socio-economic characteristics of the Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

11. Explain the left-right ideological spectrum in the context of socio-economic 

component of the socio-political cleavages in the Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

12. Define the dynamics of ethnic group changes in the Baltic States. 

13. Define the features of ethnic and political problems of the Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

14. Explain the classification of Visegrad Group countries and other countries of 

Central and Eastern Europe based on the analysis of ethno-political problems. 

15. Explain the role of the religious factor in the political life of Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

16. Define the confessional classification of Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe and its political implications. 

17. Explain the role of the territorial factor of socio-political cleavages in V4 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe . 

18. Define the status of head of state in parliamentary Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

19. Discuss the status of the president in the Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe with semi-presidential forms of 

government. 



20. Reveal and explain the instruments for the measurement of power of 

presidents in countries of the Visegrad Group and other countries of Central 

and Eastern Europe. 

21. What are the responsibilities of the presidents in Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe? 

22. What are the requirements for a presidential candidate in the countries of the 

Visegrad Group and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe? 

23. Define the features of early termination of power of the presidents in the 

countries of the Visegrad Group and other countries of Central and Eastern 

Europe. 

24. Discuss the history of parliamentarianism in the Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

25. Discuss the presidency and actions of parliaments in the Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

26. Explain the role and importance of the lower chambers / unicameral 

parliaments in Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central and 

Eastern Europe. 

27. Define the features of bicameralism in the countries of the Visegrad Group 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

28. What committees of parliaments of the Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe do you know? 

29. Define the legislative functions of parliament in Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

30. Discuss the evaluation of variability of parliaments in Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

31. Discuss the participation of women in national parliaments of the Visegrad 

Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

32. Define the position of head of government in the Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

33. What are the determinants of governments in Visegrad Group countries and 

other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

34. Explain the vote of investiture and its role in Visegrad Group countries and 

other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

35. Define the features of responsibility of governments in the V4 countries and 

other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

36. Discuss the vote of no confidence and its role in Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

37. What are the types of Government in the Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe? 

38. Define the technocratic and semi-technocratic governments in Central and 

Eastern Europe. 



39. Discuss the party governments in Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

40. What is a minority party government in Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe? 

41. Define the evaluation of the stability of the governments of the Visegrad 

Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

42. Define the evaluation of the effectiveness of the governments of the Visegrad 

Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

43. Discuss the evolution of electoral systems in Visegrad Group countries and 

other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

44. Define the parliamentary voting system in the countries of the Visegrad 

Group and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

45. Discuss the constituent elections in the Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe and explain their importance in 

transformation of political systems. 

46. Discuss the experiences with the system of proportional representation in the 

Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

47. What are the features of proportional electoral systems in the Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe? 

48. Discuss the experience with a mixed electoral system in the Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

49. What kind of mixed electoral system in the Visegrad Group countries and 

other countries of Central and Eastern Europe do you know? Explain.  

50. Define the electoral system of the upper houses in the Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

51. Define the features of citizen participation in elections in the countries of the 

Visegrad Group and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

52. Discuss about the evaluation of elections / electoral systems of parliaments 

(lower house) in the countries of the Visegrad Group and other countries of 

Central and Eastern Europe. 

53. Discuss the history of parties and party systems in Visegrad Group countries 

and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe in the interwar period and 

during the era of “real socialism”.  

54. Define the conditions, factors and features of the formation and development 

of parties and party systems in the “new” democracies of Central and Eastern 

Europe. 

55. Discuss about the post-communist and leftist parties in the Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

56. Discuss about anti-communist and right-wing parties in the Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 



57. Define the features and role of the executive-legislative and government-

opposition parties and evaluate the aspects of parties in Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

58. Explain the significance and role of the opposition in the Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe . 

59. Discuss about the party government in the Visegrad Group countries and 

other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

60. Explain the ideological positioning of parties in V4 countries and the other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

61. Define populism and features of populist parties in the Visegrad Group 

countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

62. Explain post-materialistic party values in V4 countries and the other countries 

of Central and Eastern Europe. 

63. Define the prospects for the formation of a bipartisan / two-block party 

systems in Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central and 

Eastern Europe. 

64. What kind of party systems of Visegrad Group countries and other countries 

of Central and Eastern Europe do you know? Talk about their formation. 

65. Define the features of civil society in the Visegrad Group countries and other 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

66. Explain the role and significance of institutions of regional cooperation for 

European integration of Visegrad and other countries of Central and Eastern 

Europe. 

67. What is the role of foundations in the process of European integration of 

Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern Europe? 

68. Define the features of cooperation and accession of Visegrad Group countries 

and other Central and Eastern European countries towards NATO. 

69. What are the stages of the integration process in the European Integration of 

the Visegrad Group countries and other countries of Central and Eastern 

Europe? 

70. Explain the transformation process of political elites in V4 countries and the 

other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 

71. Define the political system of Bulgaria. 

72. Define the political system of the Czech Republic. 

73. Define the political system of Estonia. 

74. Define the political system of Hungary. 

75. Define the political system of Latvia. 

76. Define the political system of Lithuania. 

77. Define the political system of Poland. 

78. Define the political system of Romania. 

79. Define the political system of Slovakia. 

80. Define the political system of Slovenia. 
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