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	Aims and objectives: to provide students with the understanding of the relationships between media, particularly new media, and politics; to shape their understanding of contemporary politics throughout the globe, especially in countries which pursue their own path to democracy; to deepen their knowledge of the pros and cons of new media in its relationship to democracy; to broaden their perception of contemporary political situation in the countries of the former Soviet Union, especially Ukraine, in light of modern communiation theories.   

Intended capabilities: to know: contemporaty theories describing the role of traditional broadcast and new media in their relationship with politics; the role of media within political system of the society; the transition taking place in politics with the advent of new communication technologies, especially in non-democratic countries; to be able to: evaluate the role of new media in different political contexts, making suggestions about their political significance in any particular case; be able to compare different sociopolitical contexts and understand their connection with communication streams; develop the capability to foresee the future development of the society, especially Ukranian, based on the studied communication theories and historical examles.    


Description: In 2013-2014, a powerful democratic revolution known as the EuroMaidan occurred in Ukraine.  New communication technologies, including social media, played a significant role in the initial protests in Kyiv by bringing together the Ukrainian people who wanted a pro-European democracy and coordinating their activities throughout the three-month confrontation with the pro-Russian government. The situation in Ukraine, though, is not unique. The Arab Spring, the “Occupy Wall-Street movement, the Bolotnaya Square protests in Moscow, and other protest actions throughout the globe have placed on the public agenda the discussion about the role of social media in political processes. Though the extent of social media’s influence upon the organization and coordination of mass protest is still the subject of intense scientific debate, the active use of online-communication technologies during virtually all modern protesting actions has become an accomplished fact. Therefore in addition to political science programs in political science, already taught at our university, it is imporant to provide our students with the understanding of the role of new media in contemporary politics. 
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